
Candle safety 
 
Whether for a romantic dinner, a relaxing evening on the balcony, or a power outage, 
candles are a staple in most apartments and condos in America. While they do the job in 
terms of ambiance and emergency effectiveness, they can create emergency situations of 
their own, so proper caution is needed when using them. 
 

 

Did you know that on average, there are 25 home candle fires reported each day? Those are fires the 
candle users thought would never happen. 
  
Candles are typically open flames or can become open flames if their enclosures are knocked over, 
and it doesn’t take much for them to ignite draperies, furniture or paper products. If they are being 
used near other incendiary items, such as fuel tanks, cosmetics, or cooking oils, you could have a 
major fire on your hands before you could activate a fire extinguisher. 
  
This isn’t to say residents shouldn’t use candles in multifamily buildings; they just need to exercise 
good judgment and follow pre-set rules that emphasize safety. Those rules include never keeping a lit 
candle within 12 inches of anything else that can burn and avoiding the use of candles in bedrooms 
and other places where people are more likely to fall asleep, according to the National Fire Prevention 
Association (NFPA).  
  
More than half of home candle fires occur when some form of combustible material is left near or is 
brought into contact with the flame, according to the NFPA. That means it is important that people 
who know the rules and will obey them are the only ones to handle the candles. Property managers 
might want to periodically—maybe twice a year—remind residents of good candle-safety practices, 
including setting a timer that reminds them to blow out a candle in case they leave the room to do 
something and forget all about it. 
  
You also might also want to consider rules about oil lamps, which can tip over and spread fire across 
the entire space the fuel travels. Battery-powered candles are widely available and could be a nice 
alternative. For power-outage or other emergency events, a crank battery lantern is a great, easy-to-
replenish source of lighting that can be encouraged for resident emergency kits. 
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